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Chamber Will Call State jConvention to Find !
Solution.

PRESENT SYSTEM
DECLARED ROTTEN

Member of Recent Grand Jury
Investigating Tax Matter Says
Man of Average Intelligence
Can't Understand It.Ed¬
mund Strudwick Elected

New Director.

Called together at the .leff<srson
Jlotol la.-t night for the purpose of!
prappiin^ w !th uome of th« most in¬
sistent problems that confront tho
city, the directors of the Ohambor of
< 'jmtneixo with unr accord singled out
l"G 'lueallon of taxation sjj the one

problem which stands in most urgent
need of solution.
There was no division of opinion, j

Many of the directors called attention
to th» recent grilling at the hand* of!
the special grand Jury Investigating!
t.<x returns. One and all pronounced
ihe system of taxation now In force
!'i Virginia Mjperbiy bad.so bad that
is constitutes a menace to business'
<iid contains u serious threat to com¬
merce.

'h,; board of directors voted unani¬
mously to c.Lll together In Richmond
some time tills spring or in the early
summer, a State convention of dele¬
gates from every business organiza-1
Hon In the Commonwealth for the pur-
(>ofe of drafting a tax reform measure
that will conform to the business de-I
niandn of the .«tate. The bill thus!
drafted will be submitted to the next
Central Assembly for adoption.

Healn Work At (Incr.
direct. rB agreed that If any-'

tliiiiK was to lie accomplished, the agi¬
tation for tax reform must begin at
once. a resolution was accordingly'
adopted placing the matter with the
legislatice committee of the Chamber of
< ommerce, and Instructing it to pre-
pare a tentative outline of tax reform
to be presented to the proposed con- |
vontion of business men. The commit-1
t«c was Instructed to prepar* work In c
plans for such a convention, an well as
to r< port on the best time for hold-!
nig it.
Thomas II. M« Adams, cashier of the

Merchants* National Hank. stated thut
the recent tax investigating campaign
tonducted by the Auditor of Public
Accounts ami the newspapers lias with¬
drawn more than »2,<xi0,000 from Rich¬
mond banks. and that much of It has ,
loft the city never to return. Tf the !
agitation had been prolonged and pur¬
sued to the strict letter of the iuw
ho thought. It would have resulted in
forcing a number of banks out of bus¬
iness. i

Such a state of affairs, he said, is in-
tolerable and hangs as a constant J
threat over the banking business of the I
Mate. The Hituation. he said, can be j
remedied only by placing a nominal
'?* ,.b®"k deposits. He suggested
the abolition of ail local taxes on de- I
posits, making them subject only to
the State tax. This, he said, would put
an end to concealment and subterfuge
and cure the condition of unrest which
threatens the business to-day.

.MorturiiKr Tax Itrfonn.
President (j. H. Kunston, of the Real

K.itute Exchange, joined the hammer
brigade wltii an arraignment of the
mortgage tax. It was a species of
double taxation, he said, which has
been abandoned by Massachusetts. N'ew
^ ork and every other progressive State
and is to-day militating in Richmond
against the home builder and against
outside capital seeking local invest¬
ment. lie asked for the abolition of
the present rate of SI.75 annuallv and
its replacement by a tax of of 1 per
. ent, to be paid only once during the
life of the mortgage.at the time of
tiling.
"The present system of taxation is

as rotten an it can be." Is the. wav |
Krltz Sitterding put it. Ife was a
member of the recent tax investlgat- I
.ng grand jury, and spoke from the
heart. As the tax laws stand now, he
*nld, a person with only average Intel-
ligcnce cannot understand them. The
grand Jury, he said, began by exam-
inlng its own membership first, and
found that three of the jurors were
themselves guilty of evading taxation.
They made the proper correction.

To Proceed Slowly.
It was agreed by the directors that !

a complete cure for the State's tax ills j
will take several years. Some of the
changes that are desired will require
amendments to the present Constltu-
Hon. An effort will be made through
the proposed business convention to
formulate one or two of the most press¬
ing reforms and to have them enacted
into law at the next General Assembly.

while the directors wouni not com¬
mit themselves last night on the na-
tiire of their initial demands, they in-
dicntod that they will ask first for the
abolition of the mortgage tax, on the'
plan outlined by Mr. Kunsten, and for
the removal of the local tax on bank
deposits. Details were intrusted to the
legislative committee of the Chamber
of Commerce.

Favor Tariff Commission.
l resident Carrington presented n res¬

olution adopted by the recently organ¬
ized Chambers of Commerce of the
United States, calling upon Congress
to create a permanent tariff commis¬
sion to gather and tabulate data on
the tariff, for the purpose of supplying
accurate information on the perennial
problem to the lawmakers. Tho reso¬
lution was accompanied bv a request
that tho Richmond Chamber of Com¬
merce indorse it.
Tho directors unanimously favored a

permanent tariff commission, which
will insure to the men who compose
It freedom from political disturbances.
The resolution was adopted after con¬
siderable discussion, with the condi¬
tion, however, that- the chamber's In¬
dorsement hinges on tho addition of
a clause which shall guarantee to the
tariff commissioners permanency of
tenure nncl freedom from partisan in¬
fluence.

J. L. Wlngo presented a resolution
which wns unanimously adopted, con¬
gratulating tho city of Richmond, the
State of Virginia and tho whole South
upon the roccnt merger of the two mod-'
Jeal colleges of tho city. Congratula¬
tions wcro extended also to tho united
college and to the physlclajiB and sur-

CContlnmxl on Tenth Paijeoi

wucimmg' majority
in Senate for Immi¬

gration Bill.

LITERACY TEST
FOR FOREIGNERS

Lodge and Dillingham Lead in j
Fight to Override President,
and Support of His Position j
Is Voiced Only by Few

Senators.Prospects
in House.

Washington, February is..The Mm-.
nett-Dillingham Immigration hill ve¬
toed by I 'resident Taft because It Im¬
posed a literacy test upon Immigrant*
Has pursued ..ver the Presidents veto

' Vr Sr,atc to-day by a vote of 72

Liv...;', , ,,C overwhelming majoritv
h» i . .

u: G,,d of a short debate irt
u-hiei, President Taffs attitude was
'Koioualy attacked. has strengthcn<-<i

Probability that the bill will be
passed over the veto it. the House when'

ii? called up to-morrow.
.Support of the Presidents position

during #1 HVK°"ly a fow Senators

.md r»m« v. ba!c" "enators JLodge
and Dillingham, leading the fight to
override the President, declared the

,"^ "u,ro pontamed so many important
provisions for the exclusion of crimi¬
nal. diseased and insane aliens that

HUUes If'It n?Uld rf"U,t '° t,,e Un«ted
..tutca if it did not become law.

Voir Id Srnutr.

thPvofl«rS votl"B to P**" the bill over

d on're«A,,"UW' Caco»- Ha.k-

11/ I
Bourne, Bradley, Bradv

Brandegee. Bristow. Brown. Brvan*
"uniham. Burton, Chamberlain. Clark"
\Sjoming; crane. Crawford. Culberson'
f" Flot

Uil"n«ham. Dixon.'
tall, J;letuher. Foster, r.alllnger. Uam-
Die. Gardner. Gore Jarksrin t/-»».»«

anaugh; Konyon. Kern, La FollettV
Mycrs v i1' ' Lod^°' McLean. Martin.'
owen p^' ,'; New,ands. Overman.
Pit R *, c,,roBC' P«rcy. Perkins.
J itlm.in, J'olndexter. Pomerene Iti. h

"XT\r!lT- sSnSin.
nnmii, Arizona; .Smith, Ueoreia- Smith

kSImoi. -isr"-anaon. Ihonias, Thornton. Tillman

and Works.
b* Wctn,ore- Williams

01m»aV°r? Vot,r?*f to sustain the veto- j
Usr>j£trtonA Clarke- Arkansas; Cur-

Cumber xV C;r"n,,a' GuBBenheim. Me-
'-umber, Martine, OGorman. Oliver

Km th M, MIVely' SmUh' Maryland

Warren! Rn' SlClJhenBOn' Stone and j
"I foii'V00' Nation*.

. 1 »- .} understand why it is thai
the United .States alone among nit ons
Is not thought to have the right \hat
with|Rn it«8h J® t0 RHy wUo shaM come

"It Is th. ferS' "aid acnator Lodge.
It Is the only country in the world
where it iB argued that people born In
other countries, who never have seen

i'li. 1 w
u,e entitled to cer-

tain rights therein. j

vj...!1 .'B for t,lt: citl*cna of the United

countrv° B Thri''°i 8ha11 C°me into tl,eIr

«iiii iL> ,
ts 11 primary right

frV ' ,ess <io 1 understand this ex-i
man 8h°aPl?0hLUOnK,t0 -quiring tf.at a
man shall he able to read before
enters the United States We Jon?

a man to become a part of our

s?r.wV"-" "e d r
racy Mopli"''
'o."len«r"U'd " '""»r >. >0 a

degree the number of Immigrant* "n i
For

C
twent v-Hve "'SrTw*|

asffx??" "-.^uru'-s
......

of lgnora nee.

.said .setm7o7Sfv,'.ra^rr.^et,thfC ,bU1"
afraid of ignor-inre 1 .

am

the man who 1.' 81,1 afraid of

°"ESEi tiTo;rin£"!H,\,':ls,,;^t^
against the repassa-e of ihl speec.h

wise change i. f!?« ,
radical and un-

of the United statesmmleation P°licy

2ensht|p"lt'yheS decl*
lest of cili"

stnatrd -MrKinU-T' wiar<ie,d' wlto aitsa.-

fiiBiufui o-
.«.««^ss,ssr,ss-

,Va3..nr l'.*lr» KrutluD,

port* was currcmtbrUary 1S~T^ 'e-

leadcrs in ^
extra session of on,J 5 thai the

called to convene U th^'Z »W°U,d be

April tua m

the first week of

Moans is at w ork'o^fh Ways and

on the prl^oie f, a,ift',prOCeed-
takc binding action as i o Ca.nnot
until Its personnel .

committee

committee of the ,ne tTPletCd as ^

and the f/u«tlon of aoT'^ ConRres.s
cus earlier than iLt ®V?°CV:itic ca"*

oontemplatod |s bel'nir « 1 i'"1" been
It will l,e decidefl t consldered.

Democrats of £ 1 »'i,ether the
caucus Immediately "aftei^Th038 Sha11

March or just before th,
th<? lth of

the extra session 'j ' C°nVeM,»B «f

^roantimo t)o commit»*» u

buled its detail
distrl-

that Democratic Leader Undo
a,,V' S°

the other leaders who are on n°°d and

mittee may spend more of their u.'
on the floor of th« House.

"

Klgbt-lfour Day fop U'n»..

Washington, February is pi.ht
hour work day for worn.

eight-
throughout the country omplZd l""
any industrial concern engaged )n
terstate commerce would bo provided
for in a bill introduced by
Kenyon to-day. The me,.1,, °''

would forbid railroads enfiln"?
terstate commerce from accenting
goods from any conccrn violating it-
provision*.

its

Klght hours . is prescribed as the
maximum time for a day's work for

fcontinuod on Tenth Page.)

THlf io CeUfornla, ttsndard or
psreoaally conducted with.

VSznhlnrFn Bunday. Berth $0
vVaaUlactoo>Suosat JRoute, SOI is. Main.Aflvi,,

CUSTIS LEE DIES 1

AT AGE OF EIGHTY1
He Was Eldest Son oi?

Great Confedeiyite
Chieftain.

INTERMENT WILL
BE AT LEXINGTON

After Distinguished Career in
Confederate Army, at Close of
War He Became Professor in
V. M. I., and Later Was
President of Washington

and Lee University.

(.Special to The Times-Dispatch ]| Havens-worth, Vn.. February IS..
General George Washington Custis
Lee, cl'.iest son of General Robert 10.

lL.ee, formerly an aide-de-camp on the
staff of Jefferson Davis and president I
emeritus of Washington and Leo Uni-
verslty, <llcd here at 10:110 o'clock this
morning. He was eighty years old.
With General Lice at the time of hi.*;

death wero Airs. W. II. F. I,ee, Miss
Mary Custis Lee and Colonel Robert 10.
Lee. Sincc lie loft Washington and
I.ee^ University, in 1S97. he had re¬
sided continuously at Kavenworth.

Injnreri by l"*nII.
On December IT, 1911. <Jeneral Lee

had the misfortune to fall and break
h !n hip. For a time he progressed
well, and there was every indication
that he would ultimately recover, but
because of his advanced years the fall
caused him much discomfort later on,
resulting in his death early to-day.
Yesterday marked the end of the four-
teenth month he had been hi bed.
The funeral services will take place

from Washington and Lee University
at Lexington on Friday morning, the
exact hour not having at this time
been decided upon. The body, aeeom-
panted by Robert E. Lee. the only sur- |viving brother; Mrs. Kobcrt K. Lee,
Mrs. W. II. F. Lee and two nephews.
Dr. C. Boiling Lee and Robert 10. Lee.
Jr., will be taken fro Kavenworth on
Thursday morning at 9:15 o'clock to
Lexington. All details of the funeral
exercises have been leTt in the hands
of the university authorities.

Sketch of 111* Life.
George Washington Custis Lee, LL.

D,. formerly major-general Confederate
States army, and president of the
Washington and Lee University, -was
born at Fortress Monroe, Va.. on Sep-
tember 16, 1S32, while his father, Cap-
tain Robert EJdward Lee, was on engi¬
neering duty there. His mother. Mary
Custis Lee. was the daughter of George
Washington Parke Custis, the adopted
son of Washington, and the owner of
Arlington.
The highest praise that can be giv¬

en the mother of Custis Lee is'to say
that she was in every way fitted to
share the fortune, brighten the life
land rear the children of Robert Ed-
ward Lee. Of the latter, we feel it I
needless to speak at all.
The Lees can trace their family back

to a long llnd of distinguished ances- jtors, one genealogist tracing them
back to Robert the liruee, of Scotland:
but the earliest ancestor in America
was Richard Lee, of Essex. Eng., who
came to Virginia during the reign of
Charles I., became a large 'landholder
of the Northern Neck, a member of
the King's council, anil, according to
tradition, offered to proclaim Charles
II. King nearly two years before he
was restored. Other distinguished
members of the family in \ irginia
were General Henry Lee, Francis
Lightfoot, Dr. Arthur. William. Rich-
lard Henry, all of the earlier era: Sid-
ney Smith and Fitzhugli. of a more re-
cent period. With such ancestry and
with the advantages of a good cduea-
tiou, it is* not surprising that Custis
Lee became distinguished as scholar
and soldier.

Kntem IVMt Polut.
Custis Lee attended the classical

school at Clarens, Fairfax County, of
which the Rev. George A. Smith was
principal, and later the celebrated
school of Henjamin Hallowell, in Alex-
andria, which his father before him
had attended. Just then. President| Taylor appointed him to a eadctship
at West Point, and he entered tli.it'academy in June, isr>0, graduating
with the highest honors of his class
in June, 1854.

July 1. 1854. he was appointed
brevet-lieutenant in the corps of en-
glnecrs. United States Army; March J.
IS.'io. second lieutenant, and, October
20. 1SVJ. tirst lieutenant of the same
corps. While in the engineer corps,
he served in Georgia. Florida and
California and in the engineer depart-
ment at Washington, winning high rep-
illation as an engineer on harbor fie-
fenses and river Improvements. For
nearly two years before the breaking
out of the War Hetween the States
his duties in the department at Wash- jington allowed him to make his home
at Arlington, and in the absence of
his father, who hms on duty in West-!
ern Texas, to superintend Arlington,
the estate which his grandfather Custis
lia'.' left to hint. He gave evidence of jself-sacrifice by quietly having a deed jto the estate made to his father and
mother, and one of the many beauti-
ful and affectionate letters which his |
father wrote him was one of grateful
appreciation of his act. but firmly
declining to receive the proffered gift.

Custis Lee naturally loved the ohl
(lag, and his associations in the army
were strong; but the grandson of
'Light-Horse Harry" anil son of Rob-
ert Edward Lee could not hesitate In
such a crisis. Accordingly, May 2, 1861.
he resigned from the United States
army, and tendered his services to his
native Virginia. On May 10, he was
appointed mapor of engineers in the
provisional army of Virginia; on
July 1. he was made captain of ongi-
necrs in the Confederate army, .and on
August 31. 1861, he was appointod col-
onol and aide-de-camp to President Da-
vis. In this position ho rendered most
valuable sjervcte, being tlife confidential
messenger between the President and
General R. E. Lee and performing
many dolicatc and important duties.
June 25, 1863, he was mado brigadier-
general, and put In command of local
defense troops around Richmond. Oc¬
tober 20, 18G4, ho was promoted ma¬
jor-general and commanded troops de¬
fending Richmond, north of Chaflln'a
lilufl.

An.vlonx for Acllvf Service.
General Loe was anxious, during the

whole'war, to he In active sorvico in
the ilcld, but. wns prevented by his du-

, (Continued pn Second Tage.),

GKNERAL VHTOKIAXO HUKItTA.

SETTLE QUESTION
BY ARBITRATION

Agreement Ends Danger of Fire-
men's Strike on Eastern

Railroads.

DECISION WILL BE BINDING

Managers Finally Decide to;
Submit to Terms of

Erdman Act.

New York. February 18..There will
bo no firemen's strike on the Eastern
railroads. TJie railroads yielded to¬
day and agreed to arbitrate under the
Erdman act the controversy with the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen
and Englnemon

The firemen had stood, to a man, for
this method c* arbitration ever since I
the deadlock began; the railroads had,
stood firm for arbitration before a com-
mission of 3i.\ or seven men.
Three men. acting under the law.

will decido th# firemen's claims. Their
decision will be binding. The decision
of the roads was announced tills morn¬
ing In an official statement issued by
Ellsha L<ee as chairman of the confer¬
ence committee of managers. j"Th* managers feel." says the state¬
ment, "that the public will not tolerate
a strike."

Mr. Lee's communication was ad¬
dressed to Judge Martin A. Knapp, of;
the United {States Commerce Court, and
G. W. \V. Hanger, acting United States,
commissioner of labor, who have been
acting as mediators In the dispute.
It is as follows:

Text or the .Vollee. t

"At the urgent request ol you as
representatives of the government, and
under the strongest protest we are!
able to voice, the managers' committee
agrees to arbitrate^ the firemen's con-
troversy under the Erdman act. The
managers also desire to give notice
at this time that they shall earnestly
request that the hearings in this arbi-
nation be open to the public.
"As the managers have stood ou:

to'trie limit against arbitration under
the Erdman act, and as the govern¬
ment.or the public.is responsible
for whatever the consequences may be,
the managers reiterate their prinoipal
objections to the Erdman act. These
were pointed out by the hoard of arbi¬
tration in tlie engineers' case:

" 'The responsibility which ultimate¬
ly would rest upon a third member of
an Erdman arbitration board was too
great to impose upon any one man.

" 'The operation of the act is to set¬
tle dispute rather than to adjudicate
a controversy

'The arbitrators are three in num¬
ber. Eacli side is represented by one
arbitrator. It rests therefore upon the
third arbitrator to bring the other
two as nearly as possible together,
and if he cannot do so he must de¬
cide between them. This is accom-
plished by splitting differences, and the
case may be adjusted without adequate
investigation of the facts involved, and
the award may not rest upon a basis
of equity.
"'But the most fundamental defect

of the Erdman act is that the interests
of the public are not guarded by it.'
"The managers feel that the public

will not tolerate a strike, and realizing
their three-fold responsibility to ihe
public, their men and their share-
holders, they only agreed to arbitra¬
tion under the Erdman act when it
seemed the only way to avert the ca¬
lamity of a strike. The firemen's
brotherhood has no responsibility ex¬
cept to its members.

For the Public to Conwlilrr.
"The question tlie public should se-

riously consider is whether, in com- i
pelling the railroads to arbitrate un¬
der a defective ami inadequate law.
and in thus securing temporary con¬
venience and accommodation, they are
not sacrificing tlioir permanent wel-
fare.

"Tlfc managers' committee wishes to
warn the public at this time of an-
other and similar demand for increased
wages made. by the conductors and
trainmen We desire to put the public
on notice ns to the crisis that will
confront them when tlieso demands are
considored by the railroads.
"Wo also desire to call attention to

th© serious public clanger-of these re¬
curring demands, backed up by de-
peated demands that the railroads ar¬
bitrate 'under the law.'
"The whole situation is now in the

hands of the government and the peo¬
ple. Thoy have taken it out of the
hands of the managers at a limp when

(Continued on Tontli rage.J t

LOOK TO HUERTA
FOR PROTECTION

Matter of Amelioration of Condi¬
tions Will Be Taken Up With

New President.

AMBASSADOR'S FIRST DUTY

Political Recognition of Govern¬
ment.by United States Will

He Slower Proceeding.

Waahintgon, February 15..WUli the
government of President Francisco I.
Madero fa.llo 11 and General Vietorlano
Huerta proclaimed president of Mcxl-
cd, It devolves upon American Ambas¬
sador Henry L/ahe Wilson at once to
treat with the de facto Mexican gov¬
ernment for the protection of Ameri¬
cans throughout the republic.

Political recognition of the govern¬
ment which emerged to-night out of
the travail through which -Mexico has
passed in the last two years, will bo
a slower proceeding. But with many
Americans dead from the bullets of tho
contending forces in Mexico City, with
hundreds wounded and thousands ren¬
dered homeless because of tho carnage¦which has resulted from tho short
range firing in the streets of the city,Mr. Wilson's first duty will be to treat
with the new President for ameliora¬
tion of the conditions imposed uponAmericans and other foreigners, especi¬ally since the revolution entered its
last stages.

While this government w*Tl take no
concern over the choice of a successor
to President Madero, such a successor
will have to demonstrate his ability to
maintain stable, government before politieal recognition will lie accorded him
by the United States. Mrxico la to-dayhoneycombed and torn asunder by
many revolutionary movements. The
principal ot these are the Orozco move¬
ment in the North and the Zapataupri'inR in the South. lawlessness has
become rife and robber bands, mas¬
querading revolutionists, have sent
terror through the country from the
Rio Grande to Yucatan.

MuNt Kml Diaturltancen.
lo 1r> claim to political recognitionfrom this government, the United States

will demand that the new President,be lie General Huerta or some .other,must put an end to these disturbingelements, restore order and establish
the workings of justieo in tho states.
The formality of political recogni¬tion, in all likelihood, will fall to theadministration of President-Riect Wil¬

son. There will hardly be time for
the negotiations in the remaining few
days of President Tuft's term of of¬
fice. In t lie event that Ambassador
W iison's term as ambassador of theUnited States in Mexico's capital shouldclose with tho administration which
sent him, it would first bo necessary
tor the President of tho United States
to appoint his successor. This diplo-

fContinued on~~Third Page.)

Pension Bill Soars
to New High Record

Mramire Carrying A pproprlations
Aggregating,' «1.SO,nOO.OOO

Passed by House.
\> anlilngton, February 18..The

largest pension hill ever reported
to Congress, carrying appropriations
aggregating 9I80.UOO.OOO, was passed
l»y the House Inte to-day by a vote
of iilfl to -10, with an amendment
which will make necessary nn ad¬
ditional appropriation of riiorc than
81,000,000.
A small nniuher'of Democrats, led

by Representative Hoddeuberry, of
Georgia, made futile efforts to add x

ninendmeuts to bar from the pension
roll* veterans having Income* ex¬
ceeding 91,000 a year and not en¬
titled to penalouN on account of
lToundo or dlaablllty sustained In
the military service.
As reported by the committee, the

lilll contained a paragraph provid¬
ing that after July I. 101.1. no pru-
Nton should be paid to a uouresl-
dent not a cltixen of the I'lilted
States, except for actual disabili¬
ties incurred In the service.. A mo¬
tion by Representative Goode, of
Iowa, to strike out this paragraph
vras carried, 1154 to 119. many Dem¬
ocrats joining with the solid Repub¬
lican minority In support of the mo¬
tion. It Is estimated that some¬
thing over *1,000.000 Is paid annual¬
ly to veterans wlio would have hecu
barred hythls paragraph.

MADERO IS FORCED
OUT OF PRESIDENCY; ®
HUERTA IN CHARGE

Deposed Chief Executive of Mexico Is Arrested
at National Palace by General Blanquet,
While Commander of Federal Troops

Is Proclaimed Provisional President.
. -. .Ljjs

ALL MEMBERS OF CABINET EXCEPT ONE, $
WHO ESCAPES, ALSO UNDER ARREST

Coup d Etat at Palace Causes Sensation, and Exact
Status of Affairs Could Not Be Ascertained for Sev
eral Hours.Direct Movement Is Result of Plot Fos¬
tered and Executed by General Blanquet.Prior to J
Agreement, Huerta's Attempt to Communicate-
With Diaz, Leader of Rebels, Precipitates One of
Sharpest Engagements of the Day.

.Mexico City, February 18..Francisco I. Mailero, arrested in the Na¬
tional Palace this afternoon by General Blanquet, ono of his own com*4'
inaiiders. was forced to sign his resignation from tlie presidency.

General Victoriano Huerta. commander of the Federal troops which
have been fighting Diaz, has been proclaimed provisional President.

Gustavo Madero and all the Cabinet ministers, with the exception of
Krnesto Madero, are under arrest. The Vice-Prcsident of the republic, Jose
Pino Suarez, still is at liberty, but in hiding.

The American ambassador and the other foreign diplomats held a
conference at the American embassy this evening to discuss re-establish-
nient of order and further protection of foreign residents.

To-night, the Zocalo, the great plaza in front of the palace, was
jammed with a delirious crowd, with banners inscribed "Peace" and
"Liberty," shouting for Diaz, Huerta, Blanquet and Mondragon.

Madero Forced Out of Office.
Mexico City, February* 18..Francisco I. Madero lias been forced out

of the presidency. He was arrested at the National Palace shortly bofore 3
o'clock this afternoon by Genernl Blanquet.

General Victoriano Huerta, commander of the Federal troops, was
proclaimed provisional President.

About the time Madero was seized by Blanquet. his brother, Gustavo
Madero, the former Minister of Finance, was arrested by General Huerta,| who .was dining with him in a public, restaurant.

All members of the Cabinet were promptly placed under arrest with
the exception of Ernesto Madero, the uncle of the President, who held the
portfolio of finance. He was apprised of the intentions against the gov¬
ernment and managed to make his escape.

Notwithstanding the fact that, some definite action was effected to-day,
the coup d'etat at the palace caused a sensation, and the exact status of
affairs could not be ascertained for several hours. The dircet movement
against Madero was the result of a plot' which had beMi brewing since
yesterday, and which possibly existed with Blanquet for a much greater
length of time.

Blanquet Unwilling to Fight.
From the first it had been known that General Blanquet was unwilling

to fight. His men were of the same mind. He held complete command
over them, and it was not doubted that they would follow ntm in any ad¬
venture, as they did at the National Palace this afternoon.

The forces, numbering 1.000 men, which arrived last night, were sent
immediately to the palace, ostensibly to relieve the reserves there. The
reserves were sent into the field.

Au agreement between Generals Blanquet aud Huerta was reached
last night, but the first intimation that Blanquet's men had oC the new role
they were to play was shortly before the successful stroke was made.
Blanquet drew his men up in order and delivered a stirring speech.

"This inhuman battle must end," he said. "The time has come when
some drastic means must be taken to stop a conflict in nvhich fathor is
killing son. and brother is lighting against brother; when noncombatants
are sharing the fate of war.and all this because of the caprice of one
man."

Blanquet then issued orders for the arrest of the President and as-
signed a detachment to that duty. Madero was soou a prisoner in his own
rooms.

One reason given for the attitude of General Blanquet from the be¬
ginning was the presence of his son in tho runks of Diaz.

When tho arrest of the President and his minister? became known,
crowds gathered in the streets through which they paraded, shouting
"Vivas" for Huerta and Diaz.

A conference was held between the representatives of these two gen¬
erals and an agreement was reached whereby the appointment of General
Huerta to the provisional presidency was proclaimed.

Precipitates Sharp Fngagenient.
Prior to this, however, Huerta's attempt to communicate with Diaz

| precipitated one of the sharpest engagements of the day.
The fire from tho rebel rifles aud machine guns was long sustained. It

was by no means certain at that time that the coup which had been car-
ried out meant the end of hostilities. At 3:30 o'clock in the afternoon the
cannonading was still heavier than before, and the ratle of machine guns
was heard in various quarters. At that time San Francisco Street was
being cleared by Huerta, as if he were expecting an attack.
. A half hour later the order to cease firing was sounded and the battle
was over.

A few loyal members of Madero's staff rushed into the room when
Madero was struggling with the soldiers and went to ms rescue, but
Ineffectually. Captain Garmedia, who hail just been appointed chief of po¬
lice, advanced upon Colonel Rlveroll, shooting and wounding him seriously.
Immediately there was an exchange of shots, and three or four members of
the President's staff are said to have been wounded.

Just to make the records clear, Madero has been given reasonable time
in which to write his resignation. Failure to do this, it is said, will result
in his being sent with his family to Vera Cruz, where they will be given the
choice of outgoing vessels.

General Delgado, who acted as the emissary of Madero in the negotia-
tions for an armistice Sunday, has been arrested. Huerta and his sup-j porters did not. trust Delgado to come into their plan.

His Private Itooins Guarded.
Twenty men of the. Twenty-ninth infantry of Blamiuet's forces were

intrusted with the duty of guarding the private rooms of the President atj the beginning of the revolt in the palace.
The arrest of Madero took place in the hall of the ambassadors. When

the President entered the room he found all the entrances guarded. One
soldier, overexcited by the words of Blanquet,.'pointed bis gun at the "breast
of Madero, who leaped upon him. In the struggle the gun was discharged,without, injuring any one. The soldier was disarmed and placed under
arrest by order of Huerta. on the charge of firing without orders.

Up to a late hour the Vice-President of the republic. Senor Jose Pino
Suarez, had not been found. Detachments of troops were searching for
him.

Irony Atteuds Arrest.
The finest irony attended the arest of Gustavo Madero. the brother

of the President, distinguished as a politician, to whose door most of the
evils of the administration have been laid.

He had iijvited General Huerta to luncheon at the Gambieus. a popular
restaurant. This was a custom with Gustavo Madero in winning favor.
General Huerta, however, had invited guests unknown to his host. In a
room adjoining ho had stationed a detachment of Chapultepec Park guards.

All were preparing to take their seats when, on a signal from Huerta,
the officer in command entered. Pointing a pistol at Madero. he announced
he was under arrest. At' tho same moment soldiers, filing into th»
room, cleared it of all except, the principals. Gustavo loudly protested,
against this indignity, but Gonernl Jluerta replied in a loud vflfce, con¬
demning the Madero family.

General Victoriano Huerta, named as provisional President of MexWtttesjis tho former commander of the north division of the army. He h»« see*much service in tho Campaign, and last year fought a number of ongnge-'ments against tho insurrectos under Orozco. '

Huerta retired from his command la.*>t December, and was offered *

(.Continued on Third Page.)
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